
Learning Organiser: How did the arrival of the Romans change Britain? 
  

Important things I will learn. Important concepts I will understand better. 
What an empire is. 
Modern day countries that were part of the Roman 
Empire. 
Why Claudius invaded Britain in AD 43.  
Why Boudica was such a threat to the Romans. 
The lifestyle of many wealthy Romans living in Britain. 
Why the Romans constructed Hadrian’s Wall in AD122. 
How Romans designed and built many towns in 
Britain. 
What a gladiator was and why gladiatorial games were 
organised. 
Why a lot of evidence remains of Roman occupation. 
Why most Romans eventually left Britain. 

 

Change How people, places and things become different over time. 

Causation When something happens because of another thing that happened before it. 

Sources 
Evidence that historians interpret to help work out what life was like for 
people in the past. 

Significance Identifying the most important events, sources and people. 

Chronology Arranging events in the past in their correct order over time. 

Society A community of people who share a common way of life. 

Empire A group of nations ruled by a single country or person. 

Settlement Any place where people have built homes in which to live. 

Empathy Placing yourself in another’s position to better understand what they did. 

Conflict A struggle or often violent clash between different groups of people. 

War Armed conflict between the people of different countries. 

Trade The buying and selling of different products between countries. 
 

Examples of important historical sources I will interpret in this enquiry. 
Statues and sculptures 

 
 

Mosaics 

 
Artefacts 

 

Artist Reconstructions 

 

 

Remains of settlements 

 
 

 

Maps 
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Important historical vocabulary and terms I will learn during this enquiry 

Natural resource Something found in nature such as gold or water that people use to improve their lives. 
Conquest Gain control of a place and its people often by invasion. 

Invasion When an army enters a country to take control of it. 

Occupied Being controlled by people who have invaded and now live in and rule your country. 

Emperor The man or woman who is the supreme ruler of an empire. 
Military The armed forces of a country e.g. the army and navy (and in modern times the air force). 

Slave Someone who has been kidnapped and now the property of an owner they are forced to 
obey. 

Border The line or dividing point between one country and another. 
Tribe A large group of people who share the same language, customs and ways of life. 

Uprising Demonstrating against and often taking up arms against a controlling power. 

Pacify Calm down people who are part of uprisings and revolts against you. 

Plebian Someone belonging to the lowest, poorest and common people in Roman Britain. 
Gladiator A professional fighter in Ancient Rome. 

Philosopher Someone who spends their time studying and writing about the meaning of life. 

Epitome Something or someone that people see as a great example of the way they should live. 
 


