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Module 1
Lesson Plans 1-5
Niveau tricolore
Autumn Term First Half

Year 6
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Learning Objectives
Leçon 1

· revise classroom language
· learn to use the informal greeting Salut !
· learn how to ask someone how they are, and how to respond (informal language)
· be introduced to et toi ? as a devise for asking a question
· learn about the cedilla, and how it affects pronunciation

Leçon 2

· revise numbers 1-31
· learn the months of the year
· learn about upper and lower case letters with months in English and French
· practise spelling strategies
· use rhymes to help remember the number of days in each month
Leçon 3

· practise using the question et toi? to ask a question based on a statement
· practise using ordinal numbers to identify months of the year
· revise how the circumflex accent is used
Leçon 4

· revise how to say your age, including using et toi ?
· learn how to write and say the date in English and French
· learn how to ask the date of someone’s birthday, and how to say the date of your birthday
Leçon 5

· revise the days of the week
· practise writing the date
· learn how to write the date in numerical form
· learn aout the origin of upper and lower case letters
	Cultural Guidance



	Additional guidance notes aimed at supporting the teacher, in particular with aspects of cultural knowledge, or additional information about the language, are sometimes hidden in the notes section underneath a PowerPoint slide.

These notes sometimes contain links to external sites.
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	Vocabulary

	Greeting
	Months of the year
	

	Salut ! 


	Hi!
	janvier

février

mars

avril

mai

juin
	January
February

March

April

May

June


	juillet

août

septembre

octobre

novembre

décembre
	July

August

September

October

November

December

	Asking how someone is
	
	
	
	

	Ça va ?
Comment ça va ? Comment vas-tu ? Ça va, et toi ? 
Ça va, Oui, ça va, Ça va bien, merci
	How are you? 

I’m fine, thanks.
	
	
	
	


	Grammar and Pronunciation

	( Grammar Point – informal speech
There is a difference between vocabulary typical of informal and formal speech, e.g. Salut, ça va and et toi ?  are informal.
( Grammar Point – question tag
Et toi ? is a question tag that can ask the same question that has just been asked, or can ask a question based on a statement. There is no simple equivalent in English.
( Grammar Point – capital letters and months of the year
The months of the year begin with a capital letter in English, as they are proper nouns.

In French, the months are common nouns; they do not begin with a capital letter, unless they are the first word in the sentence.
( Grammar Point – terminology of upper and lower case
The terms upper case and lower case originate from the early days of the printing press, when the letter blocks were stored in cases.

( Knowledge about the world – numerical date format
In the UK, France and the rest of Europe, the numerical date format is DD.MM.YY or DD.MM.YYYY
	( Grammar Point –  ordinal and cardinal numbers in the date
In English, ordinal numbers are always used when saying the date.
In French, cardinal numbers are used when saying the date, with the exception of the first day of the month: le premier février.
( Grammar Point –  letter suffixes in the written date
In English, ordinal numbers with letter suffixes are used when writing the date by hand, but letter suffixes are not used when word processing, or using a keyboard to type.
In French, cardinal numbers are used when writing the date by hand, and also when word processing, or using a keyboard to type, with the exception of the first day of the month: le 1er mai, le 2 mai.
( Knowledge about French –  writing the date on the board
If the day of the week is not included, the date begins with the definite article. A capital letter is used at the start of the phrase. No commas are used in French dates. 

If the day of the week is included, it is the first word in the phrase, and it replaces the definite article. A capital letter is used at the start of the phrase. 
	( Knowledge about the world –months of the year
The months of the year are not all the same length.

Most months have 31 days: January, March, May, July, August, October, December.

Some have 30 days: April, June, September, November.

February has 28 days, but 29 in a leap year.
( Language Learning Strategy – rhymes or poems to aid memorisation
Rymes can aid memorisation, e.g. 30 days hath September.

( Spelling Point – the circumflex accent
The circumflex accent is used over any vowel to show that a historical letter has disappeared from the spelling of the word, e.g. the ‘s’ from August ( août.

( Pronunciation and Spelling – the cedilla (ç) 
The cedilla is a hook or tail that is placed underneath the letter ‘c’ to show that it is pronounced like an ‘s’ rather than a ‘k’ (e.g. façade ). It is used before the vowel letters ‘a’, ‘o’ and ‘u’ if the ‘c’ needs to remain soft.



	Using the Internet

· Alain le Lait Bonjour song www.youtube.com/watch?v=atNkI6QFZ50
· Jasper Kay anniversaire song www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcwcGwaS_2w
· Typsetting with a composing stick www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJ9logZlRjw


	Resources

· cuddly toy

· soft ball
	· Word cards; Speaking and writing frames 
· Text cards – months of the year


Teacher Guidance 
The Primary French Project
The aim of the Primary French Project materials is to provide training and support for teachers who are teaching French to children in Key Stage 2, and to make links with the Programme of Study for Languages in Key Stage 2.

The Primary French Project materials can be freely downloaded from the Culturethèque website at www.culturetheque.com.  It is necessary to register on the site, and to be logged in, on order to gain full access to the materials.

Niveau bleu

Niveau bleu is the first stage of training for teachers.  Teachers should have used the niveau bleu materials to teach children for at least one year, and should feel confident that they have mastered the language teaching points and teaching methodology at this level, before starting to use the niveau blanc training materials.  The children being taught with niveau bleu materials should ideally be in year 3, or in their first year of learning French in Key Stage 2. Teachers may wish to download a self-accreditation certificate from the Culturethèque website at www.culturetheque.com/EXPLOITATION/GBR/apprendre.aspx
Niveau blanc

Niveau blanc is the second stage of training for teachers.  Teachers will need to have completed a year of teaching with niveau bleu materials.  Niveau blanc materials should be used to teach children who have already been taught with niveau bleu materials for one year.  The materials are particularly suitable for children in year 4, or in their second year of learning French in Key Stage 2.

Niveau rouge

Niveau rouge is the third stage of training for teachers, who are already familiar with niveau bleu and niveau blanc. The materials are particularly suitable for children in year 5, or in their third year of learning French in Key Stage 2.
Niveau tricolore is the fourth stage of training for teachers, who are already familiar with niveau bleu, niveau blanc and niveau rouge. The materials are particularly suitable for children in year 6, or in their fourth year of learning French in Key Stage 2.
Mixed-age classes

Teachers working with a mixed-age year 3-4 class are able to use a two-year training programme produced by expert consultant Joan Dickie, which is downloadable from the Culturethèque website. This is a revisioning of niveau bleu and niveau blanc for mixed-age Y3/Y4 classes. A similar training resource is currently being written for year 5 and 6.
Aspects of Language Teaching at Niveau tricolore level
Niveau tricolore further develops the concepts, skills ad understanding introduced in niveau bleu, niveau blanc and niveau rouge.  Children’s learning focuses on the themes, knowledge, skills and understanding required in order to attain level A1.1 in French on the Common European Framework.  Towards the end of the summer term in year 6, children should be given the opportunity to sit the DELF PRIM tests. DELF Prim is the first level in the DELF / DALF series of certificates awarded by the French Ministry of Education for proficiency in French as a Foreign Language.

DELF has been consistent with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages since 1 September 2005. Further information about DELF Prim can be found at www.ciep.fr/en/delfdalf/index.php. Sample DELF Prim tests for primary children can be found at www.ciep.fr/en/delfdalf/exemples-de-sujets-DELF-Prim.php 

If you have any enquiries regarding the DELF Prim in the UK, please contact axelle.oxborrow@institutfrancais.org.uk
Leçon 1

Language content: Salut ! (Hi!); Ça va ? Comment ça va ? Comment vas-tu ? Ça va, et toi ? (How are you?), Ça va, Oui, ça va, Ça va bien, merci.(I’m fine, thanks).
	Learning focus
	Teaching sequence

	Greetings and revision of classroom language
New vocabulary – Salut !
	· Teacher and children exchange greetings. Greet children by name, eg Bonjour, Adam !  Bonjour, James ! Model the more informal greeting Salut !  Using a soft ball, invite children to greet one another as they pass the ball from person to person.
· Revise well-known classroom phrases in order to provide an opportunity for listening and responding. 
Slide 2 & 3

	Asking someone how they are, and responding. 
New vocabulary – 
Ça va ? Ça va.

Et toi ? Oui, ça va, merci.
Comment ça va ? 
Comment vas-tu ?

Ça va bien, merci.
	· Using slide 4, model the question Ça va ? and answer Oui, ça va. Throwing a soft ball to individual children, invite them to respond as you ask them the question. Invite children to use the soft ball, and to take turns in asking and answering the question. Can they guess the meaning of the new vocabulary?  Do they notice that the answer appears to be the same as the question?
· Slide 5 models an extension to the conversation. The responder can now use Et toi ? (And how are you?) as a means of asking the same question.  Et toi ? allows us to ask the same question that has just been asked. In this context, it means And how are you?  Do the children notice that Nounours uses the word merci (thank you), as a politeness convention.  Repeat the turn-taking activity in order to add the new ideas into the conversation.
· Slide 6 introduces a new word into the question – Comment ça va ? This word has already been met in the question Comment tu t’appelles? Repeat the turn-taking activities, encouraging use of the different question format.

· Slide 7 introduces another format for the question, Comment vas-tu ?  Nora chooses to add the word bien (well) into her response. Add these new elements into the turn-taking activities, to encourage children to use the whole range of questions and answers. The responses shown on slide 7 are interchangeable, and the questions all mean How are you? The language displayed is all informal, and should only be used with friends and acquaintances.  Slide 7 has a link to a song on You Tube by Alain LeLait – you may wish to download this, and to use it on a regular basis to help the children assimilate the new language.
Slides 4-7 

	Speaking practice in pairs
	· Slide 8 can be used as a speaking frame.  Encourage the children to stand up, and to move around the class.  Challenge children to interact with at least 6 others within a time limit of one minute.

Slide 8 ; placemat leçon 1 slide 8 

	( Grammar Points
· informal speech
· Et toi ? question form
( Spelling & pronunciation point – the cedilla
	· The questions displayed all mean the same thing. They are used only in informal speech, with people we already know.
· Et toi ? is a useful device in French; it allows us to ask the same question that has just been asked.

· ‘Hard c’ can be changed into ‘soft c’ by using the cedilla.
Slides 9-15

	End of lesson
	· Teacher and children exchange farewells with Au revoir !

Slide 16


Lesson 2

Language content :  Months of the year : janvier, février, mars, avril. mai. juin. juillet. août, septembre, octobre, novembre, décembre.
	Learning focus
	Teaching sequence

	Greetings

Revision : numbers 1-31
	· Teacher and children exchange greetings.

· Revise numbers 1-31 by counting up, counting down, counting up in twos, counting down in 2s. Practise some quick-fire translations – all children stand. You throw a soft ball to a child and say a number in French; ask the child to say the equivalent number in French.  If they respond incorrectly, or fail to answer within 3 seconds, they must sit down. Last man standing is the winner.
Slides 2 -4

	New vocabulary: 

months of the year


	· Using slide 5, or text cards, introduce the months of the year. The children might guess what these words mean, because of similarities with their equivalents in English. Model each word, and invite the children to repeat it, paying careful attention to pronunciation.
· Play a game of Répétez si c’est vrai ! (Only repeat if it’s true!). You point to a word, and say the name of one of the months.  If the text matches what you are saying, the children echo your word; if not, they must not repond.
· Using a soft ball or bean bag, invite individual children to practise pronunciation of the new words: throw the ball and invite the child to echo your word.
· Increase the challenge: the child must respond with the month following the one you say / before the one you say.

· Invite the whole class to lip-read the months: mouth a word in silence – can the children say which word it is.

· Write word in the air – can the children identify which month it is? Invite children in turn to the front of the class to write a word in the air for the others to guess.
Slide 5 or textcards of months of the year

	Spelling practice
	· Allow the children to work in pairs. They take turns to write a word with a finger on the palm of their own hand, or the palm of their partner’s hand. The children keep score of how many words they correctly identify.
Slide 5

	( Grammar points
· lower case letters on months
· etymology of months
· know the number of days in each month
( Language Learning Strategy

· rhymes to aid memorisation

	· The months of the year begin with a capital letter in English, as they are proper nouns.
· In French, the months are common nouns; they do not begin with a capital letter, unless they are the first word in the sentence.

· The names of the months in English and French are largely derived from Latin, dating from the time of the Roman Empire.

· The months of the year are not all the same length. They vary from 28 days to 31 days in length.

· Rhymes, poems and songs can be very useful in helping us to memorise facts, such as the lengths of the months of the year.  The first rhyme on the slide is a traditional English rhyme; the second is a French rhyme.
Slides 6-9

	End of lesson
	· Teacher and children exchange farewells with Au revoir !
Slide 10


Lesson 3

Language content:  No new vocabulary
	Learning focus
	Teaching sequence

	Starter activity
	· Teacher and children exchange greetings.

· Practise using questions and answers on slide 3.  Focus on Annick’s use of Ça va, et toi ? Remind the children that et toi ? can be used to ask the same question that has just been asked.
Slides 2 & 3

	Asking questions using the structure et toi ?
	· Using slide 4 as a visual aid, show the children how the structure et toi ? can be used to ask a question based on a statement. A statement such as Je m’appelle Julien can be made. The addition of et toi ? is a short cut to asking some else what their name is.

· Use a variety of the suggestions on slide 4, to put questions to the children.
· Invite the children to take turns in using this format to ask questions of others. A soft ball can be used to help with turn-taking.
· Allow the children some time to work in pairs or in small groups at their tables, to use the slide as a speaking frame.
Slide 4; placemat leçon 3 slide 4 

	Revision
Ordinal numbers 1-12
Use ordinal numbers to identify months of the year
	· Using slide 5, invite the children to chant the ordinal numbers 1-12. Can they remember the difference between ordinal and cardinal numbers?
· Using slide 6, show the children how each of the 12 months of the year can be identified numerically. Challenge the children to ask and answer questions that identify each month numerically, e.g. Quel est le deuxième mois de l’année ? Le deuxième mois de l’année, c’est février.
Slides 5 & 6

	( Grammar Point:

· et toi ? question tag
· the circumflex accent

	· Et toi ? is a question tag; it can be tagged on to the end of a statement, in order to ask a question.
· It is informal language – it should not be used when speaking to people in a formal way.

· There is no simple equivalent in English.
· The circumflex accent can mean that there used to be another letter in the word that has now fallen silent and vanished from the spelling.  This has happened in âge, where the double vowel has been lost from the spelling but not from the pronunciation; it has also happened in août, where the ‘s’ fell silent, and then vanished from the spelling.
· Slide 10 shows some words that the children have come across in niveau bleu.
Slides 7-10

	End of lesson
	· Teacher and children exchange farewells with Au revoir !

Slide 11


Lesson 4

Language content:  Le jour du souvenir (Remembrance Day or Poppy Day)
	Learning focus
	Teaching sequence

	Starter activity

Revision:

Q&A – Tu as quel âge ?
	· Teacher and children  exchange greetings.

· Using slide 3, invite the children to revise the question Tu as quel âge ? / Quel âge as-tu ? and to give their answers. Lucien has joined the class on Skype or Facetime, and is asking the question in a different way – J’ai 13 ans, et toi ? Children can take it in turns to ask and answer the questions.
Slides 2-4 

	Revision of ordinal numbers and months of the year
Writing the date

Saying the date


	· Use slide 5 to invite the children to revise ordinal numbers, and the names of the months of the year. Encourage the children to ask and answer questions.
· Slide 6 shows examples, on the left hand side, of the written form of the date.  All the examples show the first day of the month.  It is only on the first day of the month that an ordinal number is used, unlike in English when ordinal numbers are used for all dates. The written form of the date, on the first of the month, has the numeral (1) followed by the suffix –er: le 1er. 
· On the right hand side of the slide, the spoken form of the date is shown, with all examples being the first day of the month.
· Show the written and spoken forms to the children.  Point to any written date, and ask the children what the date is – Quelle est la date? The children respond with the spoken answer, shown on the slide.
Slide 5 & 6 

	Asking the date of someone’s birthday
Saying the date of your birthday
	· Using slide 7, model the question Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire ? To make the meaning clear, you could hum the tune to Happy Birthday. Nora is saying the date of her birthday – Mon anniversaire, c’est le 25 février. Do the children notice that the only date that uses an ordinal number is the first day of the month?  All other dates use a simple cardinal number.  

· Using Nora’s reply as a template, invite children to tell you the date of their birthday.
· When children are confident in how to say the date of their birthday, allow them to move around the room to converse.
· There is a link from the slide to a sing on You Tube that can be used when time is available.
Slide 7; internet

	Le jour du souvenir
	· Quelle est la date du jour de souvenir ? C’est le 11 novembre.

	( Grammar Points:

· saying the date in English

· writing the date in English

· saying the date in French

· writing the date in French
	· In English, ordinal numbers are always used when saying the date.

· In English, ordinal numbers are used when writing the date by hand, but letter suffixes are not used when word processing, or using a keyboard to type.

· In French, cardinal numbers are used when saying the date, with the exception of the first day of the month.

· In French, cardinal numbers are used when writing the date by hand, and also when word processing, or using a keyboard to type, with the exception of the first day of the month.
Slides 8-11

	End of lesson.
	· Teacher and children exchange farewells with Au revoir !
Slide 12


Lesson 5
Language content:  No new vocabulary
	Learning focus
	Teaching sequence

	Starter activity: 

speaking practice – saying the date of my birthday
	· Teacher and children exchange greetings.

· Allow the children to practise asking Quelle est la date de ton anniversaire ? and to give their answers.
Slides 2-4 

	Revision
Days of the week

	· Using slide 5, revise the days of the week. Invite the children to chant the words in sequence.  Perform a Mexican Wave around the class to allow each child to say one of the words in sequence.
· Slide 6 has links to songs on You Tube that you may wish to use when time is available.

· Using slide 7 model 3 ways of asking what day it is: C’est quel jour ?, On est quel jour ? and Quel jour sommes-nous? Aujourd’hui (today) can be added to any of these questions. Invite the children to respond using any of the responses shown. Invite a child to the front of the class, to hold up text cards showing the days of the week, to provide different possible answers.
Slides 5-7; text cards days of the week 

	Writing the date on the board:
· as a phrase

· in numerical form
	· Using slide 8, show how the date can be written on the board, either with or without the day of the week.
· Invite the children to practise writing the date, by using mini whiteboards and marker pens.  Slide 9 can be used to model some dates in English; in the left column are dates without the day of the week and in the right column are dates with the day of the week.  One at a time, invite the children to write the date in French on a mini white board.  Each date can then checked by clicking on it to reveal the French date.
· N.B. This activity can be repeated as a writing task in exercise books later in the week.

· Slide 10 can be used to show the children how numerical date formats differ between Europe and the US. Explore these formats, then use slide 11 to challenge the children to write the numerical date formats onto mini white boards. Click on the phrase to reveal the numerical formats underneath.
Slides 8-11

	( Grammar Point 

· capital letters
· origin of terminology upper case and  lower case
	· In French, the days of the week are common nouns, so they are written with a small (lower-case) letter.

· In English, the days of the week are proper nouns, so they are written with a capital (upper-case) letter.

· The terms upper case and lower case originate from the early days of the printing press, when the letter blocks were stored in cases.

Slides 12-16

	End of lesson.
	· Teacher, children and cuddly toy exchange farewells with Au revoir !
Slide 17
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Assessment
	Learning focus
	I can...

	Knowledge about France, the UK and the world
	· I know that the months of the year are not all the same length. Most months have 31 days: January, March, May, July, August, October, December. Some have 30 days: April, June, September, November. February has 28 days, but 29 in a leap year.

· I know that in the UK, France and the rest of Europe, the numerical date format is DD.MM.YY or DD.MM.YYYY.
· I can recognise the numerical date format of the US, and the recommended international date format.

	Greetings
	· I know that Salut ! is an informal greeting.

	Asking and answering questions
	· I can ask someone how they are: Comment ça va ? and tell someone how I am: Ça va bien, merci.
· I can use the question tag Et toi ? to ask a question based on a statement, e.g. J’ai 10 ans, et toi ?
· I can say when my birthday is, and ask someone when their birthday is.

	Numbers
	· I know that in English, ordinal numbers are always used when saying the date.

· I know that in French, cardinal numbers are used when saying the date, with the exception of the first day of the month.

	Spelling skills
	· I can use the cedilla correctly under the letter ‘c’.
· I know that the circumflex accent is used with any vowel, to show the disappearance of a historical letter, e.g. août.

	Knowledge about language

(Grammar)
	· I know that there is a difference between informal and formal speech, e.g. Salut, ça va and et toi ?  are informal.

· I know that Et toi ? is a device that can ask the same question that has just been asked, or can ask a question based on a statement. There is no simple equivalent in English.

· I know that the months of the year begin with a capital letter in English, as they are proper nouns.
· In French, the months are common nouns; they do not begin with a capital letter, unless they are the first word in the sentence.
· I know that in English, letter suffixes are used when writing the date by hand, but not when using a keyboard to type.

· I know that in French, cardinal numbers are used when writing the date by hand, and also when using a keyboard to type, with the exception of the first day of the month.

· I know that the terms upper case & lower case originate from the time when letter blocks were stored in cases (in printing).

	Pronunciation

(Phonics)
	· I know that ‘c’ usually has a hard sound [k] when followed by ‘a’, ‘o’ or ‘u’ and a soft sound [s] when followed by ‘c’ or ‘i’.

· The cedilla is a hook or tail that is placed underneath the letter ‘c’ to show that it is pronounced like an ‘s’ rather than a ‘k’ (e.g. façade ). It is used before the vowel letters ‘a’, ‘o’ and ‘u’ if the ‘c’ needs to remain soft.

	Language Learning Strategies
	· I can use rhymes or poems to help me remember facts, e.g. 30 days hath September.

	Songs, rhymes, dances and stories
	· I can join in singing a song such as Dansons la capucine.

· I can recite a rhyme such as Je cache mes yeux.
· I have listened to a story such as Ça.
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